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Vanlslilnc Fleets a story of wliat
might lmve happened opens In Wash ¬

ington with the United Stutes and Japan
on tho verge of war Guy Illlller sec ¬

retary of tho British embassy and Miss
Norma Roberts chief aide of Inventor
Roberts are Introduced as lovers At tho
most Inopportune moment Japan declares
war Japan takes the Philippines The
entire country Is In a state of turmoil be-
cause

¬

of tho governments Indifference
Guy Illlller starts for England with se ¬

cret message and Is compelled to leave
Norma Roberts who with military ot
flcers also leaves Washington on mys-
terious

¬

expedition for an Isolated point on
tho Florida coast Hawaii Is captured by
the Japs All ports aro closed Jap fleet
Is fast approaching western coast of Amer-
ica

¬

Slego Japanese spy discovers secret
preparations for war tie follows auto
carrying presidential cabinet lie un-
earths

¬

source of great mystery and floes
murmuring The gods save Nippon1
Fleeing to Paclllc coast Slego Is shot
Sown Just as Journey to get awful news
to Japan seems successful Japan an-
nounces

¬

Intention to attack seaports
Toklo learns of missing Japanese fleet
and whole world becomes convinced that
United States has some powerful war
agency England decides o send a fleet
to American waters as a Canadian pro-
tection

¬

ngalnst what the Hrltlsh supposo
Is a terrible submarine flotilla Illlllur Is
also sent to Canada to attempt to force
his way through American lines with a
message to the president In order that
protection for the lleet may be assured

CHAPTER VIII Continued
The people of England were much

divided In opinion as to the advisa-
bility of the governments move when
It became public A strong conserva-
tive element feared the danger of
Great Britain being Involved In the
war through this action while the lib-

eral partisans and Jingoes asserted
that It was tho only method of uphold
ing tho countrys dignity demonstrat-
ing to America that England would
do her best and at the same time as
suring Canada that the mother coun-
try Intended to support her In case of
attack along her border line That
Britannia still ruled tho wave was
generally doubted for If the Ameri-
cans had In their possession means
of so easily overcoming a fleet as Im-

portant as that which Japan had lost
there was almost a certainty that she
could conquer any adversary sent
against her on the water It was no
longer a question of warfare on land
for all the transports in the world
would bo powerless against such sub
marines as the nations now con-

ceded
¬

the United States must pos-

sess
¬

Before sailing the fleet commanders
had been called Into a council and
given positive Instructions that they
were not to permit themselves to bo
drawn Into action in any event before
reaching Canada On their arrival
they were at once to co operate with
the dominion government In whatever
way seemed advisablo at that tinio
and follow such orders as might be
given from London

The clearance however unlike the
Bailing of that fleet from Japan was net
accompanied by any gala demonstra-
tion

¬

It was rather with dire mis ¬

givings that the public witnessed this
departure which were to a certain
extent shared in by those aboard the
vessels and It was fully realized that
the flower of Englands navy might

j never return from Its voyage Into an

mV

unnnown aanger
Tho conservative press lent a funere

al attitude to tho occasion In Its treat-
ment of the situation one journal de-

claring that England Is sending to
magnificent martyrdom men who had
better have been retained at home for
their countrys good Another paper
characterized It as a useless sacri-
fice This becamo the general pub ¬

lic opinion within a few days as re
ports from Canada continued gloomy
and showed no prospecfof a rift with
in the clouds

Tho music hallB always an Index
to the popular view found their great-
est hits In topical songs which were
generally of tho tenor that the groat
grand glorious and gorgeous British
tar had sailed away to do or die
with the accent on the die A gen
eral air of melancholy prevailed over
all England and is the days went on
and the fleet ltsvlf got beyond reach
of the wireless tnlojrraph stations and
far out on a descried ocean tho sou
tlment was one of acute expectancy

Tbe admiralty was advised of the
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arrival without incident of illlller and
apprised of tho fact that ho had de ¬

cided to mako his attempt to cross
Into tho forbidden land - unaided
Thero was a certain sense of satisfac-
tion

¬

In the knowledge that a good and
efficient man was on tho ground with
at least a chance for success in his
endeavors

This beatific state of mind was dis-

pelled
¬

one bright afternoon and Eng-
land

¬

thrown Into a furore that scarce-
ly

¬

could have been greater had ono
of tho mysterious submarines ap
peared off Its shores and begun bom ¬

barding the nearest city It was like
an intimation of disaster delivered In
advance of more terrlblo news

Tho black hull of a South American
tramp steamer hovo into sight beyond
Fastnet and Instituted a rapid Inter
change of signals The men on shore
as these advanced looked at each
othor with blank dismay and then
fearing that there had been a misun-
derstanding and falling to grasp sud-
denly

¬

a significance so terrlblo in Its
Import requested that tho signals be
repeated Thero could be no doubt of
their correct Interpretation In ono
hour all England know beyond cavil
that her fleet had met tho same fate
as that which had overtaken Japans
The message In brief was that the Es-

peranto
¬

had picked up In mid ocean
floating on a life raft torn from its
moorings a sailor wearing tho urn
form of tho Dreadnought The man
was almost dead from exposure and
had not yet recovered sufficiently to
give a coherent account of what had
taken place

No ship over sailed into Southamp ¬

ton that attracted tho attention given

on Object

to tho Esperanta Tralnload aftor
tralnload of excursionists farmers
within a days drive and pedestrians
from near by swarmed to Southamp
ton forming an excited and almost un-

controllable gathering Tugboats
hastened out to meet the incoming
steamer which carried tho only living
link between reality and tho terrible
unknown and long lines of constables
strove to hold back the excited crowd
tho noise of whose mutterlngs filled
the air with an ominous drone

Between these ranks of clad
men thero came four surgeons carry-
ing

¬

on a stretcher a wreck of hu¬

manity who laughed Insanely anil
rolled his head from side to side

crowd fell Into an awed bush
the litter passed to the special

train which was to convey this most
important witness to a hospital Next
In public interest wove the officers
and men of the Esperanta who feel ¬

ing themselves In the limelight be ¬

came each the center of great crowda
to whom they recounted as best they
could the story of how tho man was
found

Tho exact details of this as glvgn by
the captain of tho Esperanta to tho
ministers of the cabinet who were
summoned throw meager light

case The Esperanta bad gone out
of her usual course following the Quit
stream to tho northward until warned
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by an American cruiser to take a inoro
easterly tack She had dono bo tbua
bringing her into a less frequented
path of travel

At ten oclock In tho morning Ave
days previous to her reporting at
Fastnet tho man on the lopkout had
slghtod an object which drew his at-
tention

¬

which at first he bolioved to
bo a mero piece of untenanted wreck-
age

¬

tossing on tho swell Ho hnd noti-
fied

¬

the captain who altered tho ships
course and bore down upon It only
to learn that It was a life raft on
which was a man A boat was low-

ered
¬

and it was found that tho Inani-
mate

¬

form was that of a British sailor
on whdso cap which had been thrust
beneath a cleat 6f tho raft- - were the
words H M S Dreadnought The
man evidently had lashed himself se-

curely
¬

before his strength had failed
knowing how small were his chances
for rescue and how certain his com ¬

ing weakness When picked up by tho
Esperanta ho was thought to be dead
but being taken aboard ho showed
some signs of life and after hours of
work recovered sufficiently to glvo
some slight hope of survival

So terrible had been his sufferings
from privation that his mind seemed
unhinged and they had been unable
to gather any information from him
save that of some overwhelming dis-

aster
¬

He was now In the throes of
brain fever and talked only the speech
of the delirious His fragmentary
mumblings were beyond all under-
standing

¬

his mind seemed to bo a
confused jumble of hallucinations In
which ho cried for wator and mado
absurd comments on what was passing
In his dreams Thero were strangely

The Man the Lookout Had 8lghted an

bue

Tho
as

upon
the

Interwoven babblings of submarine
boats sea serpents and unheard ot
monsters which harried the ship and
sent her to her doom Pitiful excla-
mations of helplessness and fear In ¬

terjections of overwhelming dread
and brief snatches of prayer came
from his lips throughout all the dayi
in which theyjiad attended him The
strangest parf in all the Incident of
picking up the castaway was that
the captain of the Esperanta seek
ing other survivors had cruised far
hours in the vicinity but had found
no other sign of wreckage or of hu-

manity
¬

Ho had coursed to the north
ward thinking it possible that the
trend of tho wind had driven this
lone mariner away from the scene of
catastrophe but the ocean Itself was
a blank The crest ofno wave carried
oven a piece of flotsam nor was
there anywhere a clew to the mystery

The rocHlnarj of the- - foundations of
the world coujd have created no more
suspense or terror than dd the fear
of thlg unknown agent of destruction
which threatened the downfall of gov ¬

ernments and the eradication of botin
dory lines England suffered the woea
of the bereaved in tho certainty that
thousands of men who were fathers
brothers husbands or frlonda had
been annihilated by this terrible re-

public
¬

across tho sea- - From every
throat came a despairing cry for re

taliation but England rjcb might
and p6werfulr felt heraeir without
mdans of appeasing it It was wot
enough to talk of revenge when th
means wero at band but the country
in the face of this dread oncmy wftt
helpless and bo lLpwas that the bit
ternesB of defeat gave way to the
hopelessness of terror when a calmer
and more judicial spirit prevailed II
was beginning to be comprehended tc
tho full that not only Great Britain Id
all her strength but the combined
forces of tho world would stand nc
chanco of conducting even a defensive
wnr against tho United States now
becomo a swordftsh ravaging and do
populating the seas

In tho1 meantime while all this con-

sternation prevailed and the bonds ol
nations fearful and trembling specu
lated as to the outcome tho salloi
from tho Dreadnought was being
watched and cared for by the uiosl
distinguished savants and specialists
ot tho old world There hovpredbvei
his bedside through every mlnuto oi
the day men dispatched by every
European power who were doing all
that science might suggest to bring
this lone nnd Btrlcken mariner back
to sanity and let htm give tongue tc
what he knew of this scourge ot the
waters Hourly bulletins of bis con-

dition were posted on street rornors
and round those stood men and worn
en in suspense His least word was
recorded as of monumental impor
tance in the-- hope that from some
cranny of his wrecked mind might
como somo elucidating phrase how
over slight Tho most Important
thing that apparently could bo relied
upon was that whatever the form ol
Attack had been It Was observed be
fore the blow was struck This wai
shown by his repeatedly exclaiming
Its coming its coming Itll get us

sure and we cant fight back
And so the nations watched by the

bedside of a common sailor From
Japan came long messages of con
doience to her ally which wero re-

ceived In a spirit of fellow suffering
The peculiarities of the sltuatlqn

were In nowise lessened by reports
from Canada where the troops still
massed along the border maintained a
friendly spirit committed no acts ol
encroachment showed no apprehen
sion of war and seemed as ignorant
of their own governments plans or
what it had done as wore the Cana
dians thcmselved Indeed their mys
tification ovor the disappearance ol
tho Japanese and British fleets was as
complete as that of tho most humble
farmer on the Canadian frontier Tholt
officers Bhocktd by the terrific news
hastened to give statements to the
effect that their instructions wero to
avoid giving offense as the United
States had no Intention ot engaging In
war with Great Britain Coupled with
the loss of tho fleet these interviews
seemid singularly inconsistent it be
ing impossible to reconcile annihila
tion on the sea and a cry tor peace on
land

It was generally admitted In Eng
land that Canada was now In a help
less position and completely at the
mercy ot a well drilled and well-
equipped army along her borders
which was undoubtedly within con
stent reach of supplies and

Tho futility ot any attempt
either to relieve or to aid her by
sending mofe men acrosstho Atlantic
now absolutely under tho control ol
the Americans was obvious It began
to appear to tho British govurnmenf
that tho United States was deliberate
ly planning to take the dominion ol
Canada whenever she deemed the time
opportune That she could now do sa
at her own convenience was unques-
tioned

An exasperating condition was the
attitude of tho Canadians themselves
who as far as appearances wont were
In a state of tho utmost placidity In-

deed the farroors along the border
were prosperous and thriving through
tho Increased demand for their sup-
plies which tbe American quarter-
masters purchased liberally an l foi
which they invariably paid American
gold It actually seemed as if an era
ot good feeling was being established
acrosB the boundary Tho loss of the
fleet threatened a rupture tor a brlel
tlmo but the province now con
vlnced ot the hopelessness ot taking
an active-- aide either way showed an
inclination to stand aloof and remain
absolutely neutral It was agreed be
tween the officials of the dominion and
those of Great Britain tnat Cnnada
could do nothing but endeavor as best
she might to remain passive ponding
further developments

This lack of partisanship proved
anything but an assistance to Hllllet
in his attempt to break through the
cordon and it was this as much at
anything else that hampered him li
his mission

TO OB COflTiNUBP

Lopq Have Deen RlnhtJHanded
According to authorities from 85 to

93 per cent ot thtf men in civilized
lands are rlgty handed and have de
veloped the low right shoulder This
however li no new phenomenon for
even the ancient GreeJfBculptors had
noticed It and posed their subjects go as
to make them appear more symmet
rical
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Peruun Drug Co Columbus Ohio
Gentlemen I can cheerfully-recom-men-

lerunu as an effective cure for
coughs and colds

You aro authorized to uso my photo
wlth testlmi nlal in any publication

Mrs Joseph Ilall Chase
804 Tenth jSt Washington D C

Could Not Smell Nor Hear
Mrs A li Wetzel 1033 Ohio St Terro

Haute lnd writes
When I began to talto your medicine

I could not smell nor hear a church
bell ring Now 1 can both smell and
henr

When T betrnn your treatment my
hepil was terrible I had buzzing ana
chirping noises in my head

Ifollowedyour advice faithfully nnd
took Feruna as yon told me Now I
might say I am well

I want to jro and visit my mother
and see the doctor who said I was not
longforthls world I will tell hlmit was
Peruna that cured me

Per una is manufactured by Tho
Peruna Drug Mfg Co Columbus Ohio

Ask your Druggist tor a Free Peruaa
Almanac for 1909

CALLING THE PITCHER nslpl

The capUm See hero youlyo glv6
seventeen men bases on balls Dls
heres a ball game not no six day
walkln mateh

Cut Off In His Prime
That tho negro residing in the north

has tho fondness for euphonloba words
regardless of their meaning that

characterizes his brother in the south
was illustrated by a remark overheard
a few days ago

Two colored women atood chatting
at tho corner of Eighth avenue and
Ono Hundred and Twenty fifth street
Ono of them ostontatlously clad in
mourning said with a doleful shake
of tho head In reply to a query from
the other

Yas ho died in de height of his
sen ith Washington Star

Waiting for His Little Airship
The birds were flying south Pres ¬

ently they espied a lone robin perched
on a lofty limb

Como on they crled nnd join ths
bunch

But tho robin parked his head on
one side and shook it vigorously

What aro you waiting for they
cried

Im walling replied tho robinj
for ono of these daffy little airship

chappies to blow along and then mcb
by I can sneak a ride

THEN AND NOW

Complete Recovery from Coffee Ills

About nine years ago my daughter
from coffoe drinking was on tho yerge
of nervous prostration writes a Louis-
ville

¬

lady She was confined for tho
most part to her home -

When she attempted a trip down
town sho was often brought home In it
cab and would bo prostrated for days
afterwards

On the advice of her physician she
gave up coffee and tea drank Postum
and ate Grape Nuts for breakfast

Sho liked PoBtum from the very
beginning and we soon saw Improve-
ment

¬

To day shojB in perfect health
tho mother of five children all of
whom aro fond of Postum

Sho has recovered Is a member ot
three charity organizations and a club
holding an offlco In each We give
Postum and Grape Nuts tho credit for
her recovery

Theres a Reason
Name gfyenvby Postum Co BaUl

Creek Mich Read The Road tel
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